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Mr. Boland made his cormments dur-
ing debate about a nonbinding resoju-
tion that opposed the use of Federal
funds to mine Nicaraguan waters. The
House - approved the resolution late
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{7 ConsiGered a Moderate ’l
1 Because of his visibilitv_in recent |
; onths as a eritic of the covert activi- |
| MII-_EQL&QQ_maLalsg.hauam.ed.l

|

to_show some support for the agency,
the colleagues said. Mr. Boland. a2 mod-
erate_Democrat fmm_Spnngﬁeli_is_I

i

L]
Aﬁived JC’R. 31 ! Thursday by a vote of 281 to 111. Mr. | known in the House as a cautious Jaw-

Asserts Panel Watched ‘
Actions in Nicaragua

By PHILIP TAUBMAN - .
SpedumThe?Jechrlems _
WASHINGTON, April 13 — The
{House Select Committee on Intellj-
gence was informed about United
States involvement in the mining of
Nicaraguan ports in late January and it
later monitored the operation closely,
according to the committee’s chair-
man. o
The chairman., Representative Ed-
ward P. Boland , Democrat of Massa:
chusetts, said during House debate jate
Thursday that the Central Intelligence
Agency informed the panel about the |
mining on Jan. 31 after some of the ex-
Pplosive devices had been planted at
Pueric Sandino on Nicaragua’s Pacific
coast.

Reported by Managua on Jan. 3

Although Mr. Boland has been a lead-

+ ing opponent of the C.1.A.'s covert ac-

tivities in Nicarapgua, and his remarks

on Thursday were hightv critical of the

' muning. be did pot fault the C.I.A~Tor
failing tonotifv Congress.

Eis_ comments added to growing evi-
dence that Congress was_ipformed
about the mining by the Reagan Ad-

i_ministration well before a flurrv of re-
i ports Jast week about the C.1.A.’s role
ipthe operadan. -

I Although most members of Congress
l were presumably aware that Nicara-
; guan harbors were being mined — Mr.
i Boland sai¢ the mining was first re-
! vealed by the Managua radio on Jan. 3
| — the current furor in Congress devel-
' oped after the exient of direct Ameri-

was overwhelmingly approved earlier
this'week by the Senate. - ~7""

. pg—

1 C.1.A’s talks with Congress abou: the

' Boland supported the resolution. which | maker who prefers to avoid confronta-

donswith the C.1.A.
1 Mr. Boland’s description of the

Several

a ' of failing to

week, the chairman of the Senate com-

mittee, Senator Barry M. Goldwater,:.8€Dce officials said the waters off

Republicag of Arizona, sent 2 scathing:
letter to William J. Casev, the director:

parently pressed bv the committee to
of Central Intelligence, complaining; TISUTY LA o2 Nicaraguan
- Y pwe . U2 A ofncials, according to Mr.
about the Jack of notification. 1 'Boland, sa1d Puerto Sanding “was not &

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
Democrat of New York, the vice chair-"
man of the committee, said earlier this

week that he had not seen the report be- |

fore voting on April 5 in favor -of $21

million in new funding for the covert| -

activities in Nicaragua. Mr. Moynihan
said, however, that he had received a
‘‘a quick brief before the vote’ from
Gary J. Schmitt, the committee’s mi-
nority staff director. :

Other committee members, inciud-
ing Senator Patrick J. Leahy, Demo-
crat of Vermont, have said that the
committee was informed about the
mining.

:was that they were mining other har.

-\ harbor mining generally conformed

igence have”| 'with accounts given bv intelligence of- |

the pane] about the mining. Earlier this-|

Mr. .Bola.'nd said that in the first brief-
1ing on the mining, on Jan. 31, intellj-

“Puerto Sandino had been mined. Ap.

harbor, it’s an anchorage.” Mr. Bo-
Jand, dismissing the characterization,
told the House, **Of course, they're
wrrong.” .

‘Enough te Warn Other Ships’

‘-~ The remainder of the-mining, which
was concentrated at Puerto Sandino
*and Puerto Corinto, also on the Paci fic
- Coast, took place in February, Mr. Bo-
land said.

~-The House committee held a second
briefing about the mining on March 27,
Mr. Boland said. *‘The indication then

bo_m and had mined them before that
briefing,” Mr. Boland said. He said the |

Mr. Boland,in an apparent reference’, C.LA. reported that the mines had “nit

to - the Sepate committee, said,
“There’'s been some complaint that
some other body was not keeping pace
with what was happening.” He added:
“That’s their responsibility. 1 knew
what my responsibility was."’

The House and Senate commitiees,

while ostensibly sharing responsibility -

for overseeing the intelligence com--
munity, often concentrate on different
issues and frequently disagree about
inielligence matters. During the last
year, the House committee has twice
voted against providing aid to Nicara-
guan rebels while the Senate commit-
tee has supported the program.

Mr. Bgland, -according 10 colleagues,
made his rem on Thursday, in

" can involvement was disclosed in news
{ reports last week.

part, to show that the House committee
was more atientive to following the
r. B

CI1.A’s covert activities. Mr. Boland,”

according 1o the coLemg__g_lgo
thought the C.1.A. was bei )
blamed for keeping Congress jgnorant

of the mining.

flsome seven ships between the dates of
i March 7 and March 24.”

| ~*"What kind of ships?”* he asked, an-
iswering, “‘Japanese ships — frei ghters |
;— loading cotion, Panamanian ships
! with molasses, a Russian ship with oil,
i some other, small shipping boats hit by
mines, not Jethal, but enough to warn
‘other ships coming into those waters
that there was a real danger.”

- Administration officials have said
the actual placement of the mines in
Nicaraguan territorial waters was han-
dled bv a 1eam 0f Latin American Com-
mandos trained bvthe C.1.A. ]

Intelligence  officials reiterated
today that the Senate intelligence com-
mittee was notified about the mining in
briefings on March 8 and March 13, al-
though they said the subject was not

Continued

discussed at length. On April 2, they

v
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